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PARASHAS KEDOSHIM

3 You shall not cheat your fellow and remain wi

! . You shall not rob; a worker’s wage shall not remain wijth'.

You overnight until moming. 14 You shall not curse the deaf, and you shall n
stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God — I am HASHEM,

/15 You shall not commit a perversion of justice; you shall not favor the poor and you shall nél

honor the great; with righteousness shall you Judge your fellow, '

16 You shall not be a gossipmonger among your people, you shall not stand aside while yoyr

fellow’s blood is shed — [ am HASHEM. V7 You shall not hate gour brother in Your heart; yoy -

ol place a

’

, Ramban shows that'the other two — the prohibitions against mixed
ding and against mixed planting — ‘indeed have readily understandable rationales:]
oy oyam oimpivs nivssy *2y3 9230w B K93 oW S DYSe by - The underlying
alé for the prohibitions against “mixture of species™ is that God created individusl species
& world for all living entities — for plants and for ‘animate’éreaturesi®® - m3 073 1N
7 VP2 T33! KT Y 1] 59 W7 B PR TRy Foing - and He implanted in them the
city-for reproduction so that those specie [ .2 for as long as He,
essed is He, shall wish the world to exist. 0 7wy b upen K’y oiprnb swywe opsy my1 -

ding to:their individual 'speciés, so that [those species] shall never-change into something
* M 0933 MK ~ as it is stated regarding all of them, according to its kind (Genesis
42, 21,24, 25). Dy DYph KT DY W NIDRT YR A3TER nap m3m= Now the purpose of
eding, by which we mate animals one with another, is propagation of the species; YR
T 1I0Y.0M37 DY WK INRY — just as men cohabit with women for-the purpose of being
itful-and multiplying. TR YR Ynam- T PR 3 m — Accordingly, one
interbreeds two species: alters and repudiates the:original: Creation, - X%y Jwm i

RAMBAN ELUCIDATED

T Y2 MWD X P13 WINPT 05w — and it is as if he thinks that the Holy One, blessed is He,
id not sufficiently perfect His world,  nta i gty obiy b nxmaz Myb K e - so he
wants to assist in the world’s creation by adding different creatures to it.!!!
&[An additional reason:] ‘ : 5 ‘
1 iwn T 1o XY omn Hyan owmm - Moreover, animal species cannot produce offsprir
through interbreeding. = mvin e o by yaps 3P o)) - And even in the case
those species that are sufficiently similar in nature to produce offspring from each other, as:
the case of mules,">  yrbh xY o ' oy N2 — their offspring produced in this manrier
eventually die out, since they are sterile.!13

) e are oo

111: Gur Aryeh (here) challenges Ramban’s ﬁmdamep—
. talipremise by noting that God created many things in

id He commanded:as part of their reproductive ‘capacity that: they shall produce offspring )
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an imperfect state ith the expectation that man shall
complete theri*(e.gs wheat that man processes into

bread; the foreskin; that man <igcumcises). Yekev il il ; ‘ _
Ephraim 1 defends Raimban by differéntiating between wipe a1 N ROX mbw nx mbwn
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X2 IpTY mm o Y .omn

improvements to existing-species (Giir Aryeh’s exam-
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ples) and the creation of gew~spegies. It is only the ;
latter category that constitutes ai' “alteration and
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repudiation” of God’s Creation. Improvement of the
former kind, however, is part of the Divine mandate to
man. See there at length.
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BN PR AKX, Tn the preceding discussion we noted the transition,

without a break, between this group of laws and the laws contained in
the preceding verses. This smooth transition testifies to the close con-
nection between these laws. For the laws of preserving the separation
of species throughout the organic world are connected with the laws of
preserving the dignity of man. Moreover, they are connected with the
whole section on social ho ey ¢ i
Through qms 7v7% nanx - ;
character in his humane rela ‘-igr
Revengeful and hateful feelings towar 1 an offen
are deeply embedded in the physical nature of hey are
of the instinct for self-preservation; they are part. - self-lo
powerfully rules the animal soul, self-love with which t} eator h
provided each one of His creatures for the i
To free oneself completely of any feeling of revenge or hatred toward

purpose of self-preservation.

Ty

an offender, to transform love of self into love
is the height of self-control. It entails freely subordinating one’s bodily
will to the higher dictates of God’s Will, Exerting this powér of self-
control is a man’s duty. He who fulfills it bridges the gulf between the -
énimalistic—physical and the godly-moral; he transcends the boundary
Athat separates man from beast, and he ascends the heights of holiness
which lead to God’s closeness. e
And when we have reached the heights of human destit
Word directs our attertion backward: He shows us the w
world lying far belo. us. We behold that this world, too; i
Divine laws. Every plant, every living thing, proclaims God’
every fiber and with all their strength they attest to Gi
the laws of their existénce and formation. All this He sh.

we should reflect and realize that if we have ascended to the heights of
life’s holiness, we have only fulfilled the purpose for which we wére’
created. All the plants, all the animals; perform God’s Will by compuléﬁ
sion; of necessity they fulfill the purpose of their existence, and'do noéf
deviate from their appointed charge; We, however, have been given t_ﬂé
ability and the charge to obey God in freedom. 1 il

2 ,
ations or expediency. They are ordained:strictly as consequences of true
awareness of God: God — hence respect everything that exists and lives,
because the world and-all that it-holds belongs to God and is sacred
unto Him! God — hence we, too, are able-and obligated to be holy,

ie., to be man, who is endowed wit 'freedom; to be man, who
emulates His Creator in truth, justice, and love.

of one’s fellow — that
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These two awarenesses are the two basic ideas of the holiness of the
hufnan calling: the godliness of all creatures, and the higher calling of .
man — both of which derive from God. These two ideas lead us out
e e ——————— e
of the narrow sphere of man. We are to uphold the Divine order also
in the world outside of man; for the Divine seal, 11 I, is stamped -and
imprinted everywhere in this world. We are to be conscious also of our

own higher station in this larger world: These are the truths represented
by the group-of laws that now follows. -
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aham Saba, author of Sefer Tzror HaMor,, the thread linking the

\atiots laws of this chapter is the duty to maintain the harmonious order of .

18

A yeshivah is a place where a person stretches himself and

bcco__rnes bigger. At least, that is what I think it is supposed to be.
Bigger in my mind means bigger in one’s relationship with the
- Almighty, bigger in one’s relationship with other people, bigger in

: God created it. Having proclaimed this principle in sexual and social
hon _the Torah turns to the prohibitions against crossbreeding in the plant
“worlds. This interpretation is implied in the word 'nipn, My decrees,
which can be read as 123 72 "W, My decrees which I hgd. commanded you
prwzxmsly (Sanhednn 60a) us, the Torah is alluding to the origin of these
laws as‘going back to Creation, when the animals and plants were.

s, separation of the species. In fact, the Sages of the Midrash regarded

these laws as. the basis for the creation of heaven and eatth, Thus, they

' our verse using the word pin the sense of er

tly, Y251 0w "Dy, | have established heqven and earth (Vayikra
his direct connection with the laws of Creation was emphasxzed

entary to Genesis 1:12.

l@ 30 @ RABBI FREIFELD SPEAKS

Most of us have a primitive concept of good and evil. We think
about moral and ethical values, about crime and punish-
ment. But we do not really understand what defines good and
what defines evil. Without this knowledge we are blind creatures
groping in the dark. You could live in a mansion, have a garage full
of expensive automobiles and a staff of servants, and yet you
would be an invalid, lost and helpless, if you do not have a gen-
uine insight into good and evil.

The essential insight of the mishnah that the Almighty created
the world with ten divine utterances is that there is a system’and an
order in the universe. Evil is any act or word or deed that disrupts

one’s relationship with the vast cosmos. So how can you become
bjgger if you make noise at night in the dormitory? How can you
ecome biggeér if you leave sefarim lying around and expect sn.mc—)

( ne else to collect them behind you and return them to their

laces? How can you become bigger if you don’t leave the kitchen )
and dining room spotless behind you when you are finished?
.%Thcse are not acts of saintliness we’re talking about. We’re talk-’
ing about sensitivity. We’re talking about awareness. We’re talking
about an understanding of the first principle of creation, the sep-

a&atlon of order and chaos.
3 . " ‘3‘

o»n

mnn
A T~

nnxy bW M3

W [ﬂ
'I"‘ivv U

N PI9 YNPNA N5V DM ;ibonn 27 TN 2N Wann M a1
529 WX YN 29 MINK VOIWY TRN NP NLPIM MY D) : 273
DPINN D NP DITH YN IWOSM PINAYI TRD w30 DINA YD DTN
WX NYMIDN WILY 71N ANRYY NI NPTYY 1 DY DT INNNN NN D VAT
19 DTN NHN DIP> K NRIVA 1T PYNY M0 NI KN PINTH Y NI
‘PIN_LD NY HND 1299 VDN NI Y9N IN RIN A0 N0 XY OpINY bww\'
19¥ YN N9 1990 DYTAN B PRY NIWN IRINY £ DP NI NN NINY
2P¥Y-INT ONDI MNIPHM NN ToN NN DION .OTIL? 19¥2 TWUN 90N SR
2 AR MON N DPN NY 1373 TRAK NNNWN XD I DN oy,
DINM D200 129¥ NN D) TR MININD TIND RIDY_ Wi 570y oy
AIPY MHN YPIT AN ONY NPYIY NPV N0 1NN NI YN ONND B7P0

the symmetry of creation, that creates chaos in the place of order.
That is the nature of evil. It is a destructive force that tears down

'gxb 1IND WD MIYNIIAD NNTY NN INY DO 12RITTH YINY WIND DY

T3 MANNY 12 9921 Yanw YYD NY9 NNNN DR BY N 09D 17 NwY

the Almighty’s creation. Good, on the other hand, is that which is
consistent with the order of creation, that which flows in harmony
) —_—
with the symmetry of the cosmos, that supports, preserves and
enhances the raw material of the Almighty’s creations
If you want to understand the structure of dvodah, of serving the
Almighty, in a nutshell, this is it. The purpose of a person in this
¥world is to avoid chaos, both in the spiritual and the material realm,
and to pursue symmetry and achdus, unity. All the intellectual and
artistic achievements of humankind, all the edifices of science, math-
ematics, philosophy, art and literature are built on the bedrock of .,
5 this symmetry. The most salient feature of the entire cosmos is its}

astounding symmetry, the incredible precision of the universe. If we
had the mental and emotional faculties to dwell on this as it
deserves, we would be left speechless with ay¥e and amazement.
’) But the symmetry does not stop with physics and aesthetics.
The Torah tells us that this selfsame symmetry extends into the
realms of our relationships with each other and our rclatlonshlp
with the world, The way we live, the way we act, the way we talk
has to be consistent with the symmetry of the universe. In the lex-
icon of the 'lurah, personal character is called midos, literally
“measurements”. Character is a function of the underlying order
of the Torah and of the symmetry of creation.
The mishnah has thus #iven us the foundation, the basis, the
backbone of the entire Torah, the Gemara, the Rishonim, the
Shulchan Aruch, the entire science of ruchnius, everything is to

provide guidelines for the spiritual order of creation. The world . .

was created with ten divine utterances, with a system, an order,

a symmetry. This principle in itself cries out for the punishment
of the evildoers who disrupt the sublime symmetry 4nd. turn

order into chaos, and it equally calls out for the reward of the
righteous who bring order to a chaotic world.

#

wmn TIND MR MDINN 91 PN 27 T, \v'\sn D Y03 T

D‘TN P MNPV DLIWN DAVINY NN NI NWY *D 1727 Timn M3 "1‘1
TINP PORYHN YIN .12 IIIN MPNVWA IoNvRN P 3 NIV 0N yand

99N PR NATTR YD NI MV MTHI MMN YT ININN TND 1Y onY

-, 108Y7 19X TN TNYY 1010 ITID? 19y3 WK DTNT PRY 290 973 \NIN0

Y0 09 — MV NV ITINT DIV NN 1IIND DTN P2 MINNI RPIT

W DN [0IYN MY T1N] MY NP ) NN Y NYWY NN 93

S8y PIOWMY INPINY M TN TIND DY AWK (153 972) PN 12 %3 P NN
| (mm DYV 202 1 PWA

m MN¥m ovym DN NND TY 2V INA DN YWIN M2AT t:mm:m mm
Y130 9 %99 AW MOPY I DIPN DI N YT JY WK 1IN o W
AN WA DOWNT DIND Town NZYNY NNNI DN 12X NN IWUNR NI T
2 S NINN MINNY PIAT INY NHNI NI )T O 1T A2 YWY DN
MY 7290 MYIY MM IPIING YN TIMT DN 9N MDD

N TON DT DN YN 9D v MOYB WNTNY T MNHN RZ= N

B i Sl
' P )
x%n —w— y RipAEp - 5”&
| Yy 7

TN BOAAwII 3T
Wty NP K Y
“BY3HE 3 Hax,eeba
ok 1 bvy SRS
o) ThRY 320H R
I mSRT RS
NIy

mw SH3 3R Ty oRYY M RE P
SEPHR MY KDY asRai ny
i Ko StHam He 7T
SSAERIY I BIX RS PRy mEMH
B9 H9AR 0B NANR 93 (-3 X)) NS
¥, YR oy Pben nnR -
yoanw HRIweR NRY R 9on vt

& wiya Y53 MRS




;{S

—

IS Y N} 5 ,MTY A DYI9N PR PRI 92N 99 1IN 1 nsn mm
DO DION PNV 29 JNVEN NIINY NNTR T NN INND DNNY
INNPYN-NINY DMPNNY 17 AR 7T XTI PP DN . TN>-DYPNNT IWaN
NI ,D9WN INVIN DHBY YN TIDY NI DY _TonY Ty 0900 1
Ve Y1 Noan %), nnuw D790 AT YN .DMHN DI v To>
.. .DNHNONIY 0N INIY T
g’mﬂb ):mp N 19 0) RNT XN b:n YIYI R DNY IR
02 POM PYRIN OTR DIPNAV NI 19 NY NI XY INYT PP N1

) DTN T TN PP 12130 MY IR IV XK 19 WD '

A\

o "7: Tm:; > 1:7-15 rianRy” ‘7"11 W (xD) ‘o n‘»ma' M

wnn I mmm mbann *va - ppen v‘;: T wIER

% 1n PN 2n0 7N 119'nmm “wwra gy 1121 PO >wn mxY [3
unv'm PYR_D1S 1wDIn p’m-rb o3 NIMI 0% paam 710 Jnna 222 v R

1:'7 i _nnma "r vl "Tnzv
anx. ”1::9 v X5 AR TMA 1D ‘m R n-m WRWDI YOI WR nx o

XA '{’Y@Wl‘}" ,(IQ-:\D Hwn) MR ‘PJV: ,'[’37 2

:wbm mwsm ITND: N0 )0 9N NN N8N
3 FRA2MP 930 NANY 10D
) 203N Y3V 1D 79

:7:1-1 pvma‘a m:m ‘m PR n:
N 23T w:n ATIND ) X b w,s g aam
NNIYEAT- IR nb ‘:wv:-‘r w\m? \(‘\m’ NIV PP TN
AW :bn o vy ms YN A 9N %3 ,930 TON NNW 12T NanD
TOM A2 IRYT NV 1INP X0 7PN NPDPIIY NRTN 12w 710 PR
Sy roan

DIPA I . NWS YN h\”p NN YT KD D DN 1w N N
¥ ,930 5% NN DY 299NN IWKIINPNAY PN TN PIWN 13T Xang
Y PIWT AN O 9aN NPNI IN 90INY WY IR PIRNDY DTN
LN N NN N2 01PN IRANY VITHN YNITHV MY Wpnp
7122 2% V7Y 1IN INIY 592 13¢ TN - 111230 N XD N0 INY
TV POIRD 141 My PN INRWIENIODI) 1N 10N YT DY ORI
T 1Y NN OMIY >T2 12N INR X037, 71 INA RPNT 1921 ((Winy 7t
DN IO DY IRYIPHIMPNIY MANK DDA 07930 N0
2027 NP MINA XN NI PPINN TR 23N DIY : 270NN 0N
P OT DY NN NN NP PA DY NI NOTRD 1993 ,1°P NN NN

PS5 oM P PRINND NN WRYION PonY Yy qwx wva\CP
120 MO DWYNN X MUY Nwyn 939 INann DYIPNY Wy Yam)
I3 20NN 3Y PO NIYY vIRY 1Y PROW TSH .0M3TH T3 s
NNYY NI SN mbvw 9N~ NV N1PNID 0PNy - 100 N myna sny

09N N SY M9y

. -

1l

ny . DT NwID

?)'7@1 {

(v:].m) o°R%> waIn XY nmena

WYY DIDRW TIVI? NN NAAR M¥RY 2°RYD TIOR N0

bw anwa k¥ Or Yax  andbws mInxb X0an 13T1m.nn nRb

YWIN YW AYDWAR NIdD AT YW1 Oy prI8 InRY YR nanx
JI0RY O°RYD RIT OM YIR AR XY LPPIRA DY <

wp

. v (0 07 D'RDD YU XY ST
137 3w Dmw3a pInw L0°KRYD MOR NI DYL IO prAND ¢
2wy 2wy 7391, 1179y 123 Y Xy AbYed Y b wr paRa W
T3 OND1 HY MIPINT SpYpn DrnR T2WRwd Ywn v
Bahni>hr i alasdaX'2RV7RN/A1

e

ey

270 < WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH
PN,

R, Sabor

Let us Ilisten to the words of the Rambam (Mishueh Torah,
Hilchos Der’os 6:1), “It is human nature to be influenced in one’s

views and actions by one’s associates and friends and to adopt the

customs of the people in one’s country. Therefore, a person must
attach himself to righteous people and always live among scholars
in order to learn from their deeds. A person must also distance
himself from evildoers who walk in darkness in order to avoid
learning from their deeds ... Should he find himself in a country
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whose customs are bad and whose people do not follow the right
way, he should move to a place of righteous people who behave
properly. If all the countries he has visited or knows by reputation
behave improperly, as is the case in our times, or if war or pestilence
prevents him from traveling abroad, he should withdraw into his
own privacy ... If the people are so evil and sinful that they do not
allow himrto remain in the country unless he joins the rest of soci-
ety “and adopts their evil practices, he should go dwell in caves,

among the thorns or in the wilderness, but he should not behave

as the sinful do ...”

The Rambam makes a strong statement. This is human nature.
It is the way a person is created. It is normal and to be expected

that a person will tend to behave as his friends do and as is com-
mon in the environment of the country in' which he lives.
Therefore, a person must always make sure to live among the
righteous and avoid the sinful. In the very first psalm, King David
praises the person who avoids the evil, the sinfial and the mockers.

If circumstances compel a person to live among the sinful, the
Rambam concludes, he is obliged to go into the wilderness and
live in a cave. There is no other choice. It doesn’t help to say

Tehillim or devote more time to study and prayer. Nothing helps, .

because it is human nature to be influenced; it is like a reflex
action. The only choice is to head for the caves.
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Another way of insulating oneself froi:: - +:¢’s environment is men-
tioned in one of the letters of the Chazon Ish. At issue was whether
or not a rabbi could accept a position in a non-observant congrega-

tion. How does a person avoid being influenced by the people
around him? The Chazon Ish permits him to accept the position but
on one condition. He must not attempt to ingratiate himself with
them through camaraderie. Instead, he must stake out a higher .
ugg_rgklmand spiritual M_g_l;(_)_ug]ﬁ(iﬁ}@ﬁthg«:ty set himself apart from the

_ community. He must become its conscience. He must become the
opposition. Friendly opposition, but opposition nonetheless.
Nowadays, outreach _rcan take on _exceedingly friendly forms.

People will say things they do not rcall; believe. They ;night eAvel_)
make inappropriate compromises. And all this because they want
to gain the favor and confidence of the people to whom they are
reaching out. So they hide their true intentions, because they are
afraid people will say, “You’re only interestedyin converting me!”
,‘éThe Chazon Ish clearly rejects such anfapproach. If you try
to be their buddy, you will speak their language and take on )
their interests, and you will begin dropping, dropping, drop-
ping. Because it is human nature to be influenced by friends and
the environment.
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!‘hére are those who have their hair cut from Lag BaOmer onwards,
- since at this time they [the students of Rabbi Akiva] stopped dying.

(Tur, Orach Chaim 493; see also Beis Yosef loc. cit.)

_ - The difficulty with this is obvious. How could the greatest Torah
scholars of the age fail in such ‘a simple matter? What Went wrong,
‘bringing upon them such a tertible unishment? It is surely also sig-
nificant that they died particylarly at this time of year, rather than at
any other. The nature of the omer period must in some way lend itself
to their error and its punishment. .
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When a person shows respect and honor to another, this feeling*
springs from a recognition that his friend is superior to him in one
way or another. There are so many facets to’human nature that any in-
dividual will excel in at least one detait. This feeling will be recipro-
cated, so that in any society, such as that of Rabbi Akiva's disciples,
each member will honor every other.

But this works only within certain constraints. Provided that the
.constituents of the group continue to.,view each other as distinct peo-
ple, this mutual admiration functions correctly. But let us imagine

,, that the members of this society become too close to each other, re-
nrgarding- themselves as mere parts of a whole, rather than as discrete

entities, perhaps even as limbs of the same body. Arid just as in a body
thie left arm doesn’t praise the right arm for being strongf:r, 50 too, t};‘e‘.i
members of this fraternity cease to honot each other, taking each con-
stituent’s special attributes for granted. We may suggest that this Is the

Sheni MiShmuel \

I

)
Rabbi Akiva had twenty-four thousand students, and all of them
. died at the same time-of thé year [during the omer], because they
failed to give honor to each other. '
(Yevarnos 62b)

Although this Chazal does not tell us exactly when these students
stopped dying, the later commentators fill in the details:

reason why the disciples of Rabbi Akiva failed to give honor f,o each

other. :
%ﬁ‘ But surely unity is one of the great aims of Jewish life! What was
ong with achieving such a tremendous rapport with othgrs? The
answer is that by focusing so entirely on the community one loses
sight of the fact that it is composed of individuals. Every tzaddik has
his own role to play'in the spiritual development of the world, one
which is very precious and not attainable by anyone else. Failing to in-

clude thisin one’s view of life has disastrous consequences for ]ewish-aﬁ

suryival. While we must concentrate on the development of commu-
nal unity, it must-never be at the expense of the individual’s worth.

For people ori the tremendous spiritual Ievel of the disciples of Rabbi

AKiva, this was a grievous error, so much so that they were smitten.as a -

regut: :

}fv{y holy father added the following insight to our understanding
of this matter: The period of the omer is during the months of,
Iyar, and Sivan. The zodiac sign of Nissan is the lamb. Sheep: isleat as .
one and stick together. This indicates that Nissan is a month of focus-
ing on the kldl, the community as a whole. In this month, the whole
community was redeemed from Egypt, regardless of individual worth. .
Iyar has the sigﬁi'of the bull, a more solitary animal, representing a
complete change of focus to the worth of the individual. Sivan, how-
ever, is represented by the twins. This indicates the most ideal form of
Divine service, blending the two opposite foci of the ‘previous
months.
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